Lesson 5

Diphthongs: Part 2

e Diphthong [a1] asin “fly”

e Diphthong [ua] asin “tour”
e Diphthong [ea] asin “pear”
e Diphthong[au] asin “loud”

1. Diphthong [a1] as in “fly”

Speech Organs position:
Starting with an open [a] sound, flat tongue, open jaw, then moving to [1] as in "pit", the jaw closes and
the tongue rises for the second part of the sound.

P1is /A/ asin CUP Remember, the P2is /1/ asin KIT
first sound s
strongest.

Spelling variations for the [a1] sound:
Y, i, igh, ui, uy

© A39
Words:
¢ Highlighted bold letters pronounced as [a1]:
sky, fly, cry, supply, terrify, deny, idle, slide, shine, wild, advertise, design, mind, might, high, nigh,
delight, right, quite, guide, guy

o A40
Sentences:
1. Trytofind a bright idea behind the rhymes of Oscar Wilde.
The sun is no longer high in the sky as the day declines.
"His wife is quite mild and kind." What? Are you blind?
Holding their chins quite high nine knights were riding by.
Try not to be frightened of spiders, just hide when they come in sight - they won't bite!
Nine men with fine tenor voices decided to sing quite high in the choir on Friday night.
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2. Diphthong [u3] as in “tour”

Speech Organs position:
Start with lips forward like for the short vowel [u] as in "book" (The sixth short vowel sound), and then
glide to the neutral [a] sound (The first short vowel sound) with the lips falling back and jaw opening.

4

P1is /u/ asin FOOT Remember, the P2is /a/ asin LETTER
first sound is
strongest.

Spelling variations for the [ua] sound:
or, ur, ew, ua, we

© A4l
Words:
e Highlighted bold letters pronounced as [va]:

poor, moor, tour, jury, casual, lure, dour, insure, rural, assure, plural, sewer, jewel, brewer, manure,
pure, mature, obscure, dual, fuel, manual, fewer
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Sentences:
1. Theimmature jury was unsure and could no longer endure spurious assurances.
Obscure rural moors allure Muriel more than luxurious jewels.
Dour Mr. Ruhr was enduring the cure after his fiasco in amour.
The pure girl was lured into the sewers by the furious steward.
| assure you; the rural Yorkshire moors are worth visiting on your tour of Europe.
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3. Diphthong [e3] as in “pear”

Speech Organs position:

Start with the vowel [e] as in "pet", with the lips spread and the front of the tongue a little bit lifted in the
front of the mouth. Then the tongue relaxes back into the neutral [3] position and the lips become floppy

and loose.

it
P1is /e/ asin DRESS Remember, the P2is /a/ asin LETTER
first sound s
strongest.

Spelling variations for the [ea] sound:
air, a beforer, are, ere, eir

© A43
Words:
e Highlighted bold letters pronounced as [ea]:

repair, fairy, despair, flair, mayor, pear, precarious, scarcely, vicarious, nefarious, care, scares, square,

careless, compare, beware, glare
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Sentences:
1. Please, take care of our heir! But beware, he can be unbearable.
2. | compared my questionnaire with Clare's and fell into despair as | became aware that my

guestionnaire was rather bare.

| cannot dare nor be able to bear an affair with a married man.

I like to wear my hair groomed with care.

I'm prepared to swear that the Mayor rarely shared a hare.

Take care! These chairs have had their fair share of wear and tear.
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4. Diphthong [au] as in “loud”

Speech organs position:

Starting with an open jaw position, a relaxed tongue and relaxed lips; the sound is made in the front of
the mouth, like in [a:] vowel (The first long vowel sound). Then the jaw closes and the lips come forward,
the tongue rises at the back of the mouth for [u] as in "book" (The sixth short vowel sound).

P1is /a&/ asin CAP Remember, the P2is /u/ asin FOOT
first sound is
strongest.

Spelling variations for the [au] sound:
ou, ow

@« A45
Words:
¢ Highlighted bold letters pronounced as [av]:
found, mouse, sprout, bounce, shout, loud, doubt, scout, mountain, thousand, fountain, prow, trowel,

vowel, owl, now, endow, flower
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Sentences:
1. No doubt we can find thousands of flowers in the Swiss mountains.
2. How now brown cow.
3. Isaw aclown shouting in the town.
4. Here lies the body of Jonathan Pound who was last seen at sea and never found.
5. The loud sound of the hounds confounded the brown mouse.
6. With a shout, the boy found a thousand pounds to the south of the town.



