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Short vowels: Part 2 

• The [ɒ] sound as in “hot” 
• Comparison [ɒ] - [ɔ:] and [ɒ] - [ʌ] 
• The [e] sound as in “set” 
• The [ʊ] sound as in “wood” 
• Comparison [ʊ] and [u:] 
• The [æ] sound as in “flat” 

 
 

1. The [ɒ] sound as in “hot” 

Speech Organs position: 
The lips are coming forward a little, but not tight; the jaw is reasonably relaxed and quite open, and the 
back of the tongue is slightly rising in the mouth. The sound is pronounced in the back of the mouth. 

 
 
Spelling variations for the [ɒ] sound: 
o, a, ou 
 

  A19 
Words: 

• Highlighted bold letters pronounced as [ɒ]: 
fond, lock, stop, gone, odd, lost, sorry, wrong, often, clock, knock, obvious, promise, doctor, want, was, 
wander, wallet, wallow, wash, watch, warrior, waffle, squat, quantity, cough 
 

  A20 
Sentences: 

1. A lot of odd documents in strong boxes are locked in the office. 
2. Can I wash my cotton socks in the long pond? 
3. The doctor promised to watch Tommy's cough and after four days the cough had stopped. 
4. Sorry, I've forgotten my wallet in the shop. 
5. The conversation in the office was moderated when the boss, Mr Oxford, came in. 
6. Roger and Robin often spend their holidays in Scotland in October. 
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2. Comparison [ɒ] - [ɔ:] and [ɒ] - [ʌ] 

  A21 
Listen and repeat. Look at a mirror to help you position your lips, tongue and jaw for the target 
sound. 
 

Long vowel [ɔ:] Short vowel 
[ɒ] 

Long vowel [ɔ:] Short vowel 
[ɒ] 

daughter doll portion polish 

lawn lofty gorgeous gone 

law lobster stalk stock 

morning mock naughty notch 

glorious glossy quarter quality 

bore boss ought office 

door dog walk what 

 
 

  A22 
Word comparisons: [ʌ], [ɒ] and [ɔ:] sounds 
 

Long vowel [ʌ] Short vowel 
[ɒ] 

Long vowel [ɔ:] 

buddy body talk 

tough Checkov daughter 

front comment orchestra 

rough economist glorious 

couple politician ordinary 
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3. The [e] sound as in “set” 
Speech Organs position: 
The jaw is approximately half open, tip of the tongue is behind the bottom teeth, the front of the tongue 
coming to about approximately three fourths (3/4) of the way up. The sound is pronounced in the front of 
the mouth. 

 
 
Spelling variations for the [e] sound: 
a, e, eo, ea, ei, ay 
 

  A23 
Words: 

• Highlighted bold letters pronounced as [e]: 
many, any, sensible, wren, beg, bent, gentle, generosity, leopard, jeopardy, head, wealth, measure, 
pleasure, thread, leather, leisure, Leicester, friend, says 
 
 

  A24 
Sentences:  

1. "It's best for your pet's health to rest", said an educated vet to a wealthy gentleman. 
2. Educated men have always measured every word they said. 
3. Twenty-seven shepherds hesitated before entering the sheep-pen. 
4. It's a real pleasure to rest on a nice leather sofa. 
5. A red leather jacket was well presented on the display. 
6. The weather was wet and windy when the men were mending the fence.  
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4. The [ʊ] sound as in “wood” 
Speech organs position:  
Lips rounded and forward a little, not as far forward as in long vowel [u:] (the second long vowel) but very 
close. The jaw is almost closed, but not quite. The back of the tongue is fairly high in the back of the 
mouth. 
 

 
 
 
Spelling variations for the [ʊ] sound: 
u, o, oo, oul 
 

  A25 
Words: 

• Highlighted bold letters pronounced as [ʊ]: 
put, push, full, butcher, spoonful, fulfil, cushion, book, look, good, wool, wood, wolf, foot, stood, could, 
would, should 
 

  A26 
Sentences: 

1. Could you put this good Worcester wool in the wooden chest? 
2. The butcher saw a wolf looking in every nook for the fallen rook. 
3. Our cook couldn't cook without looking at his cookery book. 
4. If I could just get off the hook and get rid of my responsibility to cook. 
5. You could easily lose your foothold in the bulrushes by the brook on the way to the "Bull and 

Bush" pub. 
6. If you are preparing a pudding, you must have sugar and a good cookery book.  
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5. Comparison [ʊ] and [u:] 

  A27 
Listen and repeat. Look at a mirror to help you position your lips, tongue and jaw for the target 
sound. 
 

Short vowel [ʊ] Long vowel 
[u:] 

Short vowel [ʊ] Long vowel 
[u:] 

could clue good glued 

foot food wood wound 

full fruit book boom 

look loose took true 

put pool rook rouge 

should shoes soot soon 

 
 

  A28 
Sentences: short [ʊ] highlighted as bold and long [u:] highlighted as bold and underlined  

1. The wounded wolf couldn't move his foot and soon fell asleep under the bush. 
2. Worcester wool would suit beautifully for my new blue suit. 
3. Natural foods contribute to a good diet. 
4. Behaving loosely could be seen as foolish and wouldn't improve your look. 
5. Good books usually fulfil people's lives. 
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6. The [æ] sound as in “flat” 
Speech organs position:  
Open jaw, open loose lips, almost flat tongue at the bottom of the mouth, think forward 
.  

 
 

Spelling variations for the [æ] sound: 
a 
 

  A29 
Words: 

• Highlighted bold letters pronounced as [æ]: 
Japanese, barrage, nationalities, bad, happened, land, understand, activity, prank, miraculous, panther, 
ragged, man, actually 
 

  A30 
Sentences:  

1. A black fat cat was sad when he couldn't grab a slice of ham. 
2. It can be quite a challenge to manage a marriage. 
3. A man who looked unhappy sang a sad bad mad romantic song. 
4. As a habit I add some tomato to my hamburger. 
5. Standing hand in hand, the man asked Jan for her hand in marriage. 
6. Can you manage to carry those magazines back to the rack? 


