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Lesson 7 
 
Plosive Consonants 

• Plosive consonants unvoiced [p] as in “pat” and [b] as in “bat” 
• Plosive consonants unvoiced [t] as in “test” and voiced [d] as in “did” 
• Plosive consonants unvoiced [k] as in “key” and voiced [g] as in “glue” 

 
 

1. Plosive consonants unvoiced [p] as in “pat” and [b] as in “bat” 
Speech Organs position: 
[p] and its partner [b] are made with the lips blocking the passage of the air. [p] is made purely with 
breath; [b] is made exactly the same way, but you vibrate the vocal chords to make a sound. If you block 
the passage of the air for a split second before you make [p], you can feel a little pressure behind the 
blockage and then you release it. Add voice to that explosion and you get [b]. Sharp, quick sounds. 
 

 
Spelling variations for the [p] sound: 
p, pp 
 

  A51 
Words: 

• Highlighted bold letters pronounced as [p]: 
plate, place, pantry, parsley, perform, public, present, print, impromptu, pleasant, place, personal, 
property, precipitate 
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  A52 
Sentences: 

1. The pact on "Privacy of Personal Property" was printed in the paper. 
2. He gave a poor explanation of the possibility of postponing the preliminary plans to put a new 

production manager in place. 
3. Paul's preposterous impromptu performance was pretty personal and lacked propriety. 
4. Penelope promoted a healthy peasant appearance in her new spring compilation. 
5. Although pizzas are popular, most people prefer pretzels. 
6. Pease porridge hot, pease porridge cold, pease porridge in the pot nine days old. 

 
 
Spelling variations for the [b] sound: 
b, bb 
 

  A53 
Words: 

• Highlighted bold letters pronounced as [b]: 
bring, baby, Bob, snob, bomb, balm, boss, able, birthday, balloon, tub, tube 
 

  A54 
Sentences: 

1. Bill Bobby bought a big black cab and became a troubled cabman. 
2. The Bible on the table belonged to Brenda Blenkin. 
3. It was brilliant bursting bubbles in their billions during the ball in Belgravia. 
4. Bobby and Brenda saw a black bat and a big bumble bee at a barbecue with their neighbours. 
5. The blackbird built a beautiful big nest.  
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2. Plosive consonants unvoiced [t] as in “test”  
and voiced [d] as in “did” 

Speech Organs position: 
Sounds are made with the tip of the tongue going up to the alveolar ridge, the gummed ridge behind the 
top teeth. There is a blockage for a split second; the tongue tip comes down sharply, the breath escapes 
and we get [t]. Add sound and we get [d]. 
 

 
 

Spelling variations for the [t] sound: 
t, tt, th (rarely, just in names/places) 
 

  A55 
Words: 

• Highlighted bold letters pronounced as [t]: 
ten, tiny, tortoise, taught, try, test, text, flute, tutor, tots, turn, table, tennis, trot, tumultuous, tactless, 
terrific, traffic, totalitarian, Thailand, thyme 
 

  A56 
Sentences:  

1. Students taught by a private tutor from Eton passed all university tests with outstanding 
results. 

2. Little tots were shocked by the tumultuous shouting sound of the waters. 
3. When playing table tennis, take turns every thirty minutes to avoid fatigue. 
4. Try to teach tots with tolerance and tact. 
5. The river Trent tends to be a trickle rather than a torrent. 
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Spelling variations for the [d] sound: 
d, dd 
 

  A57 
Words: 

• Highlighted bold letters pronounced as [t]: 
diligent, drought, durable, did, done, drill, drag, dwell, dangerous, damage, diminish, diversified, 
dandruff, downdraft, dedicate 
 

  A58 
Sentences:  

1. Dunhill's due diligence revealed double standards in the production of different brands. 
2. Mark’s daughter Deborah turned out to be a distinguished dancer. 
3. I've studied the documentation for the new kidney drug in detail. 
4. The dedicated student devoted to drama achieved dramatic results of immense depth. 
5. Duke Douglas dealt mainly with ducks and drakes. 
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3. Plosive consonants unvoiced [k] as in “key” 

and voiced [g] as in “glue” 

Speech organs position:  
The tip of the tongue behind the bottom teeth, it's the back of the tongue going right up to make contact 
with the soft palate at the back of the roof of the mouth, and that forms the blockage. Then let the tongue 
come down and the air escapes in that little explosion and you get [k]; add voice and you get [g]. 
 

 
 
Spelling variations for the [k] sound: 
c, cc, k, ck, ch, q (before u), x (irregular) 
 

  A59 
Words: 

• Highlighted bold letters pronounced as [k]: 
sketch, keep, Kenya, ketchup, key, kind, quite, quick, request, squeeze, antique cat, curious, magic, 
uncle, historical, holistic, charismatic, stomach, chemist, chaos, chord 
 

  A60 
Sentences: 

1. Kurt can't keep his cool when criticised by his uncle. 
2. Catastrophic repercussions concerning chaotic confusion in clerical circles were kept quiet. 
3. For a snack Cliff had crunchy crisps, cake with creamy custard and a cup of milky coffee. 
4. Charismatic Clara was keen to wear kinky clothes. 
5. Constance collected coins and costumes from Canada and Cambodia. 
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Spelling variations for the [g] sound: 
g, gg, gh, gu, x –[gz] (irregular) 
 

  A61 
Words: 

• Highlighted bold letters pronounced as [g]: 
guessed, guard, ghost, plague, glue, struggle, angle, single, signal, language exact, examination, 
exaggerate, exert, exasperate, existing 
 

  A62 
Sentences: 

1. Gladys glanced at Graham and gave him a vague giggle. 
2. Grace struggled with her Greek grammar exam and was glad to get a great grade. 
3. Gilbert Green is no longer a single guy. 
4. Gracious Gloria gazed at the exaggerated gleaming globe. 
5. "Good gracious," the grey ghost said, "the fog is getting thicker." 


