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Lesson 6 
 
Semi-Vowels 

• Semi-vowel [j] as in “yes” 
• Semi-vowel [w] as in “water” 

 
 

1. Semi-vowel [j] as in “yes” 
Speech Organs position: 
[j], as in "yes": The tip of the tongue behind the bottom teeth. The front of the tongue comes high in the 
mouth, as if you're going to say [iː], as in feet. But before you can actually say [iː], the front of the tongue 
drops rapidly to the neutral schwa position [ə] and it's that movement coming down that forms the 
sound [j]. 
 

 
Spelling variations for the [j] sound: 
y, u, ew 
 

  A47 
Words: 

• Highlighted bold letters pronounced as [j]: 
young, yes, you, yesterday, yard, yarn, use, argue, value, duty, huge, assume, refuse, confuse, unisex, 
new, fewer 
 

  A48 
Sentences: 

1. Yesterday, we had to queue to get into Kew. 
2. I refuse to argue with you. Excuse me, I have duties to pursue. 
3. I was confused that the bank refused to accept my Euros. 
4. The youth yelled out, "I yearn to go to York!" 
5. You knew yesterday's news about the European yachts tour, didn't you? 
6. In the European Union, the sound of beautiful music is not unique.   
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2. Semi-vowel [w] as in “water”  
Speech Organs position: 
The lips start as if they are going to say [u:], as in "blue" (The second long vowel sound), but before they 
can actually form the long vowel [u:], they shoot back once again to the neutral schwa position [ə] (The 
first short vowel sound), and it's the sound that is caused by the lips moving back that makes the [w]. 
Project the lips well forward. The sound is fully vocalized. 
 

 
 
Spelling variations for the [w] sound: 
w, wh, u after q, o 
 

  A49 
Words: 

• Highlighted bold letters pronounced as [w]: 
wax, wolf, work, wait, want, watch, weather, whale, wheel, whether, queen, quench, quantity 
 

  A50 
Sentences: 

1. Will you be required to work in Westwood on Wednesdays? 
2. I wondered whether any one of you were willing to acquire our exquisite wines. 
3. The qualitative results were not what we wanted from our quantifiable questionnaire questions. 
4. Every one would want to have as a wife a wondrous wise woman with beautiful eyes. 
5. A Welshman in Wellington boots wandered into the woods with his cool dudes. 


