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Lesson 9 
 
Lateral Consonants 

• Lateral consonant [l] as in “alone” 
• Lateral consonant [ɫ] as in “cold” 
 

 

1. Lateral consonant [l] as in “alone” 
Speech Organs position: 
Air escapes out of the side of the tongue. The tip of the tongue is on the alveolar ridge and the back of the 
tongue down; the breath has to come out of the side of the tongue to escape. 
 

 
Spelling variations for the [l] sound: 
l before a vowel, ll before a vowel 
 

  A69 
Words: 

• Highlighted bold letters pronounced as [l]: 
leave, last, letter, love, lend, alone, allow, silly, chilly, fellow, shallow, holy, hollow, believe, place, plastic, 
blame, blue, blood, glue, glow, click, cloth, clumsy, club 
 

  A70 
Sentences: 

1. Millions of letters, I believe, can be easily lost due to Royal Mail faults. 
2. Luminous lamps light the whole hall marvellously. 
3. Luke's ludicrous letters to Lucia are unbelievable. 
4. She looked supple and elegant in her black Channel jacket. 
5. Red leather, yellow leather, red leather, yellow leather. 
6. Failure to calculate the yield of the field made the clever lad ill.  
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2. Lateral consonant [ɫ] as in “cold” 
Speech Organs position: 
The tip of the tongue is on the alveolar ridge. At the same time, raise the back of the tongue toward the 
soft palate at the back of the mouth. This will make the entire tongue feel elevated in the mouth. Don’t 
touch your teeth with sides of the tongue. 
 

 
 

Spelling variations for the [ɫ] sound: 
l before a consonant, ll at end of a word, l as final sound in word. 
 

  A71 
Words: 

• Highlighted bold letters pronounced as [ɫ]: 
child, will, all, single, shells, film, belt, file, rule, wall, call, mobile, felt, real, bubble, humble, grumble  
 

  A72 
Sentences:  

1. I’ll call them on my mobile when the film ends. 
2. All the children in the school felt that his rules were awful. 
3. The real result of the poll was a total fail. 
4. All right, all wrong. We'll right all wrongs. 
5. The Nightingale told his tale in his own melodious way and didn’t get a reply. 

 
 
 
 


